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Dear Praying Friends,
Sunday, October 21, was a “red letter DAY” for our church with the largest attendance in some time, and a man accepted the Lord in my office 
after the morning service.  Another new family attended the evening service as guests of a family who has come several times now.  What a 
blessed DAY!
October 24-25:  “There came a DAY…” (Job 1:13)!  The expected Typhoon YUTU arrived as a Super Typhoon, which started intensifying 
that Wednesday afternoon and arrived full force about 12:30 AM Thursday.   Our islands of Saipan and Tinian were hit with the fifth stron-
gest typhoon historically recorded, and the strongest to ever touch American soil.  Our fellow BIMI missionaries Roger and Liz Workman 
on Tinian had sustained winds of 220 mph with gusts up to 280 mph. We are only five miles away from their island, but our sustained winds 
were 180 mph with gusts up to 230 mph.  And with the wind came many small tornados with lightening on the inside but no thunder, which 
were formed on the sea around the island and touched down in numerous places. The two islands now look extremely devastated.  Hundreds 
of wooden telephone poles were down or broken in many places as well as some concrete poles.  The main power grid was destroyed and the 
water has been closed down until all can be restored to working order.  The city water was a major problem and there was no running water 
for almost two weeks, but as of a few days ago we started receiving city water rations every other day for two hours.  Our islands are divided 
into units called “villages.”  The main “village” has some electricity restored, as they are on the hospital line, which received it first.  It has now 
been three weeks since YUTU, and most of us do not yet have power. 
The military and the Red Cross have done a fantastic job out here.  The Navy brought in desalination generators with large bladders to 
produce pure drinking water.  People were allowed a free gallon of water per person, and the car lines to receive these were sometimes up to 
two miles long.  Some foods have been passed out (e.g. MRE’s or Humanitarian Food Packs).  The lines at the working gas stations were even 
worse; I measured one line at a little over three miles long.   Praise the Lord, this is now over.  Some people have generators, many do not.  
Praise the Lord, the generator at the church and at our home are working well and are used part time.  – For the past two Sundays, we’ve been 
able to supply our church folk with gallon bottles of drinking water, rice, canned meats (Spam, corned beef), and miniature propane bottles.  
We rejoice that our Work Fund has been able to cover these expenses.
Our home was spared from any major damage but much of the surrounding area was not so fortunate.  An apartment building next to us had 
some AC units torn off the walls as well as windows broken.  Other housing units on our road lost their roofs, some walls, and were flood-
ed from the rains.  That is the major problem for most people.  All over in other “villages,” the devastation is immense with so many families 
without homes.  Some tents have been distributed, and some folks are staying with family, friends, or in hotels.  Also, these two islands are 
literally strewn with tin roofs -- wrapped around trees, telephone poles, cars, you name it.  The jungle, what was left of it, was littered with tin 
panels.  Concrete buildings were even knocked down in some places.  We saw one house lying on its side!  -- The Saipan airport suffered greatly. 
The runway was cleared right away, but the two small terminals were greatly damaged and there was glass broken on the control tower.  Star 
Marianas, which flies the small Piper Cherokee Six-300’s between Tinian and Saipan removed their planes elsewhere before the YUTU hit.  The 
privately owned small craft that were left were mostly destroyed.  One plane lost the nose, another the tail, wings were broken off of others,  and 
one was so wrapped around a telephone pole that it couldn’t be identified as a plane until we saw the other side with a wheel sticking out!   
Some of our church folk lost their roofs as well as one housing unit wrecked completely.  One family is now living in the church till they can 
find another place to live or repair their home while the others have had to find shelter elsewhere.  The church building had some minor roof 
damage, but the rest remain intact.  We did get various (six to be exact) neighborhood roofs all gathered in our church fenced in area.  
Our hearts go out to all the people who have lost so much and still don’t know the Lord.  We would ask your prayers for wisdom and under-
standing at this time to know how to help under God’s direction.   We are so thankful that on these two islands, only one life was lost, which 
is absolutely incredible under these conditions.  (She was a 44-year-old homeless lady in Saipan, who had sought shelter in an abandoned 
building, and the wall collapsed.)  -- We now ask your prayers for the folks in both churches (ours/Workmans) that are having an extremely 
difficult time, as well as those of Saipan and Tinian who are struggling just to get through the days and nights because of the intense heat and 
humidity, loss of homes, businesses, and possessions.  All schools were damaged, a couple totally destroyed and all are still closed. 
It is our prayer that you will all have a wonderful Thanksgiving Day.  At times like this, we realize how very much we have been blessed by 
God’s gracious love.  How we praise the Lord for incredible safety in the midst of storm. We want to thank you all for your prayers and faithful 
support as we serve the Lord on Saipan. 
Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

Swante and Linda Lindquist

P.S. We have taken many pictures, but due to a computer 
glitch and internet interruptions, they will not transfer. 
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